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MEMORANDUM FOR: Conference of Grand Mastersin North America
THRU: Commission on Information for Recognition

We, the below signed Grand Masters for Prince Hall Grand Lodges in North America, Canada, and the
Caribbean, in an effort to establish fellowship, true brotherly love and those things that bond M asons
universally around the world present the following request and recommendations for consideration.

The standards of Recognition are summarized as follows:
1. Legitimacy of Origin
2. Exclusive Territorial Jurisdiction; except by mutual consent and/or treaty.
3. Adherenceto the Ancient Landmarks— specifically, a Belief in God, the Volume of Sacred Law as

an indispensabl e part of the Furniture of the L odge, and the prohibition of the discussion of
politicsand religion.

1. Legitimacy or Origin.

Through many years of research and discussion, it has been established that Prince Hall Freemasonry
isregular initsform and practices. Prince Hall Masonry was started 20 September 1784 when Prince
Hall received a charter for African Lodge #459 from the Grand Lodge of England signed By Thomas
Hall, Earl of Effingham, Acting Grand Master. There are now 40 Grand Lodgesin the U.S. that
recoghizes Prince Hall Masonry as being regular and just.

2. Exclusive Territoria Jurisdiction except mutual consent and/or treaty.

a. The Commission on Information for Recognition stated in its 1975 report to the
Conference of Grand Masters of North Americathat:

"There can be no question about Exclusive Jurisdiction. It isabasic principle
that a Grand L odge must be autonomous and have sole and undisputed authority
over its constituent Lodges. This cannot be shared with any other Masonic
council or power.

b. Thereareno Prince Hall Grand L odges that share their authority over their constituent
L odges with any other Masonic council or power.

3. Adherenceto the Ancient Landmarks.
a  All Prince Hall Grand Lodges adhere to the Ancient Landmark, as well asrequire all

members of said Prince Hall Grand Lodgesto believe ina Supreme Being as well astake
their oath with hand(s) resting on a Volume of Sacred Law in open lodge.



b. All Lodges under the Jurisdiction of Prince Hall Grand L odges display the V olume of
Sacred Law as an indispensable part of the Furniture of the Lodge, they also prohibit the
discussion of politicsand religion during Lodge meeting.

Adhering to the standards of Recognition established by the Commission on information for Recognition
under the banner of the Conference of Grand Masters of North America, we the members of the
Conference of Grand Masters for Prince Hall Masons issue the following request.

1. That al Prince Hall Grand Lodges be declared regular by the Conference of Grand Masters of
North America.

2. That the policy of Exclusive Territorial Jurisdiction be clearly defined so that universal Masonry
can prevail while keeping the Brotherhood of Man through the Fatherhood of God; aviable cause
for Freemasonry as awhole.

We further request that if the (2) recommendations listed above do not receive a favorable vote that
they be put to the body again and voted on separately.

Fraternally yours,

William O. Jones

President

Prince Hall Conference of Grand Maste
Attested by

Secretary

Prince Hall Conference of Grand Masters

Cc: All Grand Masters and Secretaries of
Prince Hall Jurisdictions
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